
Project Overview
Steve Hammond from BT Hotels is well known 
in Brisbane Australia as a respected and 
revered leader in the hospitality industry. His 
earlier experience in refurbishing the famous 
Regatta Hotel lead him to see the potential of 
the fatigued and run down “Railway Pub” in 
Woolloongabba.

With Brisbane suburbs such as Woolloongabba 
experiencing a boom in the residential sector 
with numerous unit complexes and large 
sporting events being presented at the 
‘Gabba, he could foresee the need for an 
exciting new entertainment venue.

Challenges
One of the main obstacles faced by Hutchinson 
Builders was the age and condition of the 
existing structure. The main design required 
major underpinning works to increase the 
ground �oor area.  This work also involved 
detailed and manual excavations.

Due to the condition of the Railway Hotel and 
it being renovated several times previously, 
the design phase was an evolving process. 
When each earlier renovation was exposed 
new obstacles were encountered but the 
end result was an award winning project 
where Hutchinson Builders was an integral 
component of success. 

Value Added
The new Chalk Hotel now boasts over 3 
levels including six new bars, two restaurants, 
a gaming room, a beer garden, function 
room and a new deck overlooking Stanley 
Street and the city. The project also involved 
refurbishment of existing accommodation 
rooms which became of�ces for the hotel 
staff. 

Awards include:

Australian Institute of Building - Queensland 
Chapter - $2.5-$10m category
Australian Institute of Building – Queensland 
Chapter – Supreme Award
Australian Institute of Building – National - 
$2.5-$10m category 

CHALK HOTEL REFURBISHMENT
Stanley St, Woolloongabba QLD

PROJECT PROFILE

Hutchinson Builders was engaged by Portfolio 
Projects to carry out the total refurbishment of 
the 120 year old Railway Hotel with the basic 
concept initially to focus on the demolishing.
The original site also encompassed three 
houses.  Two houses were relocated and one 
house was demolished. The refurbishment of 
the Railway Hotel took a total of 14 months 
with the client focusing heavily on the concept 
of ‘open plan’, and high quality �nishes 
re�ecting excellence and distinction in the 
hospitality industry.


